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destroyed, do not lament the fact because
Christianity is a religion, but because they think
it a good religion : whilst men who still believe
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in it, and who think it indestructible, revere
religion only in so far as it leads to Christianity.
Who values a system of philosophy simply
because it is a system, not because he thinks it
a true system ? Or who admires ' Hamlet7
because it is a play, not because it is a fine play ?
The author might as well comfort us, supposing
all true knowledge were in danger, by urging*
that though in future there would be no true
statements made about things, yet our children
would still have statements made to them of
some sort. Religion per se and statements per
se are things which per se are equally void of
meaning for us; and the raptures of mere
aestheticism would be no more a substitute for
Christianity becaiise we agreed that both they
and it were religions, than Ude's Cookery would
be a substitute for the Bible, because both,,
without doubt, were books. With regard, then,
to the Religion of Beauty, the author has left
sEstheticism exactly where he found it. Artistic
admiration is, no doubt, a source of pleasure;
and with the modification of the ascetic spirit it
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